
 GREAT WAKERING PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Full Council Meeting held on Wednesday 23rd August, 2017, in the Parish Council Offices, Little Wakering Hall Lane, Great Wakering, SS3 0HH, commencing at 7.00 p.m.

Present: -
Councillors L. Blunden, V. Brandon, D. Efde, R. Green, M. Flynn, T. Goodwin, N. Hookway, T. Hughes, R. Loding (Vice Chair), L. Rodger, M. Sawyer (Chair) and F. Wheeler.
In attendance: -
S. Hyatt (Parish Clerk)
1.  The Chairman to declare the meeting open.

  Meeting declared open at 7.00pm.
2. To receive apologies for absence.

Councillors Wilkins - holiday, Wheeler – prior apology for late arrival.
3. To receive Declarations of Interest in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct and with Section 106 of the Local Government Finance Act 1992.

Declarations of interest received from Councillor Loding – allotment holder. Councillor Sawyer – Memorial Hall Secretary – will leave for items 16 & 21.
4. RDC Portfolio Holder for the Environment, Councillor D. Sperring to address the Council re the public toilets.

RDC no statutory requirement to provide toilets. Subject to precept cap of 2%, 

above this referendum needed with £70-90k cost. Deficit gap increasing and RDC Finance Officer highlighted public toilets as area for savings. Cleaning contract costs £90k. Parish Council discussions to see if prepared to operate/maintain facilities. Parish Council would be responsible for management, charging structure, cleaning and opening hours. Great Wakering only public toilet that money has been spent on in last 5 years, work needed to make viable minimal. Alternative by April 2018 they close. Open to negotiation to reach mutually agreeable agreement. Hard to produce accurate figures. Lease would be repairing lease repairs/vandalism etc. down to Parish Council. Discretionary rate relief discussed. Buildings/land remain RDC assets, insurance responsibility, legal costs and peppercorn rent for buildings undetermined at present. Parish Council noted if full repairing lease then cannot see PC being able to afford it. Previously vandalised – if happened now and PC could not afford to repair what would happen? Open Spaces Officer to provide risk assessment to PC but H & S parish responsibility. RDC may not agree less than 10 year lease. All arrangements bespoke to Parish. 
Parish Council offered thanks to Cllr. Sperring. 
Councillor Wheeler entered meeting at 7.28pm.
5. To sign as a correct record the minutes of the Full Council Meeting              
held on 12th July 2017.   
           Resolved that the minutes be accepted.
6. Financial Matters.

a. To approve Payment Schedules for July 2017. Carried.

b. To approve Receipt Schedules for July 2017. Carried.

c. To approve the Financial Statement for the 4 months to 31st July 2017. Carried. 
7. To receive the Chairman’s report.
· Attendance at RDC Chairman’s Garden Party with Cllrs. Efde, Hughes, Hookway and Loding. Summer Playscheme at Community Centre with Cllr. Loding. Chairman’s training, dance school opening at Sports Centre and Rev. Lepley’s licensing.
· Southend Shoreline Strategy Meeting with SBC’s Coastal Engineer – attended with Cllrs. Efde, Hughes, Hookway and Loding. Learnt that sea defences for Section 10 (Blackgate Road to Morrins Point) not included in strategy. Responsibility for sea defences in this area is EA/MOD. Failure in defences could lead to flooding of Wakering. SBC unable to obtain detail of standard of protection and condition of defences in Area 10 despite requests to EA and MOD.
· ESG/Sea Defence and Common Consultation Committee Meeting update.

8. To receive reports from the County Councillor and the District Councillors on County and District matters.
County Councillor Steptoe: 

· Sea wall – attending County meeting with EA tomorrow. Issues with MOD, will report back next meeting.
· Little Wakering Road repairs to raise sunken kerbs, repair paths and top surfaces – approx. 5 weeks.

· CIF fund.
Cllr. Loding – SBC meeting re Area 10 – SBC Coastal Engineer finding EA/MOD/QinetiQ non co-operative. 
     Cllr Hughes – requested updates re roadworks, treeworks and doctor’s crossing.
     Cllr Hookway – add DC’s to email as District Councillor’s ward bigger than    

     parish. Wakering High Street kerb height and flooding issues. Report and keep ref  

     number to allow tracking.

District Councillor Hookway:
· Development site visits. Pre-application meeting Taylor Wimpey phase 2 Star Lane brickfields. 
· Voluntary litter picking after vegetation cut back.

District Councillor Efde

· Removal of bin outside fish/chip shop, RDC stated nowhere to put bin.

·  New dog control orders
District Councillor Hughes:

· Attended Wakering Summer Playscheme. Rochford Voluntary Sector Grant donated money which was well spent.
· Attended opening Hockley woods – looking at spending money on Recreation Ground in conjunction with Taylor Wimpey.
· Trees cut in Coronation Close. Resident noted one outside 17-19 not cut.
· Great Wakering Primary School litter poster competition.
Parishioner – requested speed ramp in Coronation Close and noted cars parking on High Street pavement. Cllr. Steptoe – government policy not to allow speed humps due to car damage, emissions and vibration to surrounding properties. Happy to work with Clerk re LHP project to slow people down. Parking - if road without parking restrictions then police matter, if yellow lines then SEPP.
9. To agree Councillor Sawyer’s proposal that the existing tender specification continues for the 2018/19 grounds maintenance contracts in respect of:

a.  Parish Council Burial Ground.

b.  Parish Council Office surrounds, footpath and village sign area.

c.  St Nicholas churchyard.

Councillor Goodwin made amended proposal that length of grass for churchyard and burial ground be amended from 5 inches to 3 inches. Councillor Brandon called for named vote for amended proposal. For amendment to 3 inches – Councillors Brandon, Goodwin, Green and Rodger. Against amended proposal – Councillors Sawyer, Loding, Efde, Hookway, Hughes, Blunden, Flynn and Wheeler. Amended proposal failed.

Councillor Efde proposal to amend village sign specification grass length to 5 inches. Named vote – Councillors Efde, Hookway, Hughes, Blunden, Flynn, Wheeler, Loding and Sawyer. Against amended proposal – Councillors Brandon, Green, Goodwin and Rodger. Amendment carried.
Resolved that tender specification as amended continues.
10. To agree the proposal from Councillor Sawyer for the Clerk to commence the tender process for landscape maintenance in accordance with the MEAT principle at the appropriate time in respect of:
a.    Parish Council Burial Ground.

b.    Parish Council Office surrounds, footpath and village sign area.

c.    St Nicholas churchyard.

       Resolved that the proposal be carried.
11. To approve risk assessments.
Resolved that the risk assessments with minor amendment be approved.
12. Councillor Efde proposes that first aid training for Councillors be organised for those interested, ideally for a trainer to come to us numbers permitting.

Proposal came from ESG/Sea Defence Committee due to lack of first responders, offers benefit to wider community. Level of training and cost considered, Councillors could contribute to keep costs down. Proposal amended to seek information re procuring first aid training for Councillors. Ideally training to be provided at Council Offices numbers permitting.

Resolved that the amended proposal be carried.

13. Councillor Efde proposes that Great Wakering Parish Council finds out how much a portable defibrillator machine would cost and where to site one if the Parish Council is agreeable to purchase or lease one.

Clerk had approached outside organisation re funding. Councillor Rodger to meet with previous first responder re donation and siting of defibrillator. Lifespan of machines and vandalism queried,fully automatic models available for anyone to use.
Item deferred for more information to be obtained by Councillors Efde and Rodger.

14. Councillor Loding proposes that the Parish Council approve the funds to enable the Parish Council’s Sea Defence/ESG Committee to hold an Open Day to inform and engage with the Parish, subject to a maximum spend of £200.

Event would allow Council and other bodies to provide information on flooding and other emergencies and engage with village to provide information on emergency plan. Expenditure discussed. Email had been sent asking Councillors if they would be wardens. After lengthy discussion with some Councillors expressing concern re cost and need for event Councillor Sawyer made amended proposal that she donate up to £200 from Chair’s allowance to enable Parish Council Sea Defence/ESG Committee to hold an Open Day to engage with the Parish. Chair willing to pay as felt village needed awareness of plan.  
Resolved that the Parish Council accept Councillor Sawyer’s proposal to donate up to a maximum spend of £200 from the Chair’s allowance to enable the Parish Council Sea Defence/ESG Committee to hold an Open Day to engage with the Parish.

15. To agree the Clerk obtains quotes for the removal of tree debris in the Parish Council Burial Ground.

Tree debris in Parish Council Burial Ground needed removal. Councillor Hookway volunteered to undertake works and Councillor Rodger offered assistance.
Resolved that Councillor Hookway’s volunteer proposal be carried.
16. To agree that the Clerk liaise with the Memorial Hall with the intention    

            of sharing equally the costs of reinstatement of the notice board subject  

            to the Parish Council utilising one side of the notice board for the notice   

            board’s lifetime.

Councillor Sawyer left the Meeting at 9pm.

           Resolved that the proposal be carried.

Councillor Sawyer re-joined meeting at 9.03pm.
17. At the Chairman’s discretion the exchange of relevant Council   

     information.

Councillor Wheeler – complaints re doctors and appointment waiting times. Councillor Green as non-Councillor member of the Patient’s Participation Group noted people should complain to surgery directly. Issue re patient non-attendance at appointments. Practice taking on new doctor.

Councillor Brandon queried funding for Anchor passageway – not capital project but maintenance thus hard to obtain funding. Clerk had written to Punch Taverns owner of majority of footpath.

Councillor Rodger – dog orders, buses. Thanks for Community Playscheme comments.
Councillor Efde – dog mess – Clerk had emailed RDC Open Spaces Officer.

Councillor Loding – dog mess, complaints re doctors. Visited foodbank – vouchers available from various bodies. Community Playscheme very well run. Work commencing on building site on High Street.

Councillor Sawyer - Taylor Wimpey moving compound to old Churn Waste site, probably become phase 2 road. Had previously stated would not encroach on wildlife site. 
Clerk had forwarded notice re Red Lion site.

Clerk offered thanks to Co-operative Store for providing refreshments for the allotment competition prize giving free of charge.
18. The meeting will stand adjourned to permit Parishioners of Great   

           Wakering to address the Council only once in respect of business  

           itemised on the agenda (3 minutes each at Chairman’s discretion). 
L Marshall – hope Parish Council support keeping Red Lion façade, realise  

won’t be pub.
M. Steptoe – Flood forum October Rayleigh, DC’s to put items on agenda.  

PROW 13 complaint. Operation London Bridge.
C. Seagers – unkept appointments endemic throughout NHS. Aware of  

problems re chemist filling of prescriptions. MOD can transport up to 20 
tonnes of high yield conventional explosives used as initiators.

M Sanders – allotment clearance. Fly tipping Brougham Close. Doctor’s 
appointments, difficulty getting through to doctors as permanently engaged.   

Councillor Brandon noted doctors were having a company come to surgery to 
           look at how phones work.

P Rae - how good churchyard looking.

19. Exclusion of the Press and Public. 
      To agree that the press and public be excluded from the meeting for the remaining business on the grounds that exempt information as defined in paragraph 3 of Part 1 of Schedule 12A of the Local Government Act 1972 would be disclosed. 
       Resolved that the public be excluded.

20. To approve the St Nicholas clock repairs.
Need to include budget for clock repairs in future. Specialised area, contractor worked on clock for many years, may cost more long term if works not undertaken.
Resolved that the quote be accepted and the repairs be scheduled.

Councillor Sawyer left the Meeting at 9.47pm.

21. Subject to item 14 being agreed between the Parish Council and the    

             Memorial Hall Committee to agree the award of the contract for  

             the reinstatement of the Memorial Hall notice board.
            Resolved that the contract be awarded to R Cook Building Services.

Councillor Sawyer re-joined the meeting.
Meeting Closed 9.55pm.   
Date of next meeting – 4th October, 2017 – Full Council Meeting
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